
Interpretation of Fiction: 
Midterm Paper: Elements of Fiction in Short Stories  

 
 
Course:  LIT 2010: Interpretation of Fiction 
Instructor: Ms. Nico Cassanetti    
 
Rough Draft Due Date:  TBA 
Final Draft Due Date: TBA 
         
Total Points Possible:  100  
Basic Requirements:  Minimum 4 FULL pages (aka to the end of page 4 and the works 

cited page begins on page 5), double-spaced, MLA formatting  
 
Assignment Objective 
Over the last six weeks, you’ve engaged in (or observed) our weekly discussion boards where you 
posted your observations, interpretations and questions about the various short stories assigned each 
week. You have also learned and synthesized the different interpretive methods you’ve gain 
throughout the course—both from the textbook and our weekly lessons.  
 
Paper one asks you to reflect on and take a closer look at TWO* of the short stories we’ve read so 
far this semester, focusing on 2-3 specific Literary Elements in the story—including some of the 
bigger thematic categories we’ve talked about—that led you to identify significant “deeper 
meaning” within the text.  BUT THERE’S A CATCH!  
 

1. Each of the two texts MUST be from different week/thematic category  
2. You cannot copy/paste your discussion board posts into your paper (though you 

can use ideas and quotes/passages you’ve previous explored).  
3. You can choose to do an analysis of a single short story, but you cannot use more 

than 2. 
4. You must have a clear thesis and central “argument” that you will be supporting 

through textual evidence (included AT LEAST 3 direct quotes for each story).  
 
Your argument should be focused around how specific literary devices present in the text reveals 
something “beneath the surface”—this “something” will be based on your interpretation of the 
story’s deeper meaning.  
 
To prove your argument, you should concentrate on close reading and the unpacking moments in 
the text you believe best illustrate/support your main point. If you need help doing this, you should 
go back and revisit some of our class discussion boards, lessons/lectures, handouts and strategies 
from our textbook.  
 

Here's some tips to get started (on the next page!)…. 

 

 



NOT SURE HOW TO APPROACH THIS PAPER? 

 
A good first step is decide:  

1.) which story interested you enough to write about it, and 
2.) which story you feel you found and understood an underlying meaning/interpretation. 

 
Once you’ve done that, it’s time to brainstorm some lines of inquiry you would be interested in 
following.  
 
 
The first thing you should do is pick a clear “topic” and a “focus”. For example: 
 

A Topic might be one of the Literary devices we learned about in the first week of class: 
Point of View, Setting, Imagery, Symbolism, Structure, etc.  
 
The Focus is how you will use the topic to talk about a specific text.  
Remember, Focuses are usually organized around ideas, not the sources themselves (this is 
where your own creative ideas come in. Focus on something you find interesting, but also 
something you can support with textual evidence. 

 
 
For example:  

Your Topic could be talking about using language and style to convey a character’s 
culture/class/race/creed, and your Focus might be the use of narrative structure and 
linguistic choices in Diaz’s “How to Date a Brown Girl…” and Machado’s “Mary When you 
Follow Her” as a way to subtly convey the racial divisiveness and cultural alienation in 
contemporary American society.  

 

REQUIREMENTS 

You are permitted to use any of the texts we’ve read so far as supporting evidence for your 
argument, as well as any other (CREDIBLE) outside sources you would like. However, you must 
have: 

• AT LEAST SIX DIRECT QUOTES from the works of fiction you are engaging with  

• Reference AT LEAST THREE LITERARY TERMS/ELEMENTS in your paper that 
you believe support a claim or sub-claim about the deeper meaning/significance of the text. 
**Even those students who are permitted to frame their essay about ONE specific literary device should also 
reference at least two others even if they are not part of the main focus of the paper.  

• A bibliography page that lists all the works consulted for your paper (including those you 
do not quote directly) in MLA format. 

Additionally, you are expected to…. 

• Use strong academic tone and language throughout (no slang/colloquial language).  

• Introduce, cite and explain all quotes (use the Notes on Quotes and Body Paragraph 
Worksheet for step-by-step help with this)  



 
Formatting:  

• Since this is an MLA paper, it  must have 1” margins on top, bottom and side, have the 
correct header on the first page, be double spaced, and be typed in 12-point Times New 
Roman font with your last name and page numbers on each page in the top right corner, per 
MLA guidelines.  

• It should be uploaded as a .doc, .docx or .pdf file ONLY. If you upload a .txt or rich text 
file I promise your formatting will be wrong, if you upload a Pages file (if you are a Mac 
user) I cannot open it, if you send me to a Google Doc it doesn’t go to Turnitin. All of these 
things would prompt a grade penalty so make sure you save or export in the correct file 
format and upload it on time. 

• Be sure to meet all length requirements. “Six pages,” for example, means writing to the very 
bottom of the sixth page. Your Works Cited does not contribute to the page count. 

• Attempts to meet length requirements by manipulating the above elements, such as spacing 
or margins or font size, will mean failing the assignment. 

• Papers will be turned in to Turnitin via Canvas to check for plagiarism. Please be sure to cite 
all your sources, including those you research.  

 


