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SO WHAT IS AN
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY?

In order to understand what an Annotated Bibliography

is and why they are useful, we need to break it down

into two parts:

A “Bibliography” and An “Annotation”

A Bibliography is a list of
ALL of the sources you have
used (whether referenced or
not ) in the process of
researching your work.

An Annotation is a descriptive
and evaluative paragraph that
(in this case) come after the
citation. The purpose of the
annotation is to inform the
reader of the relevance,
accuracy, and quality of the
sources cited.

 BIBLIOGRAPHY    +     ANNOTATION 

        = ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY!

Comes
directly after
the body of
your essay

So is a Bibliography the same
thing as a Works Cited page? 

NOT QUITE…ALTHOUGH THERE ARE DEFINITELY SOME
SHARED QUALITIES, THERE ARE SOME KEY DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN THE TWO YOU SHOULD BE AWARE OF: 

WRITING YOUR ANNOTATIONS

When choosing sources for your paper, you want to take care not to
only use sources that simply agree with your central argument.
Ideally, you are looking for sources that either provide:

Supporting evidence (credible studies/research with objective data
that can act as an example for your point )

OR...

A source that you can engage in a dialogue with, where you can
build upon/challenge the original idea. 

Your own work cannot merely “parrot” what the source author is
saying, it has to elaborate and offer something NEW.is

Each of your annotated bibliography entries should:

Contain the full MLA-formatted citation for the source

(just like a works cited page) 

Feature two [2] specific and well-written paragraphs (the

guidelines for which are included below) 

Be approximately ½ page in length (approx. 200 words)

each

*In Works Cited you only need to list sources (works) you’ve actually
quoted/paraphrased (cited) in your paper.

However, a Bibliography also includes ALL of the sources you referenced
or read that influenced your perspective on the subject (even if you didn’t 
directly quote/paraphrase it )

That means that if you read an article or informational website on your
topic, you should include it regardless if you refer to it in your essay.

A NOTE ON CHOOSING SOURCES

One of the main jobs of an annotated bibliography is to
corroborate the credibility of your sources and offer a
BRIEF summary each source used in an essay. 

In addition to this, you will explain, how you plan on using
each source in your essay to effectively support an
argument, analysis, and/or offer necessary background
information to help educate your audience on your chosen
topic. 

STEP 1: CREATE YOUR CITATION LIST 
Create and list citations, in MLA format (see MLA cheat sheet ) for

all the sources you used in your essay, which includes:

      1. All sources you quoted directly in your paper

      

      2. All sources you you paraphrased in your paper

      3. All sources you consulted while researching your topic

          EVEN IF YOU DIDN’T USE THEM IN THE FINAL DRAFT OF

          YOUR PAPER!!

Note: Although this assignment only requires annotations for six

sources, you must create and list citations for ALL the sources

referenced in your paper.

You will get to choose which six sources you would like to

annotated—the rest will be a normal basic citations.

WORKS CITED PAGE

ANNOTATED 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES

Comes
directly after
the body of
your essay

Organized
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by Author's
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formatting
guidelines 
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STEP 2: ADDING AN ANNOTATION
Under each citation, include two paragraphs, both of at least 100 words
each. Here is a guide for composing each paragraph:

EXAMPLE: “Reporting Live from Tomorrow” is a chapter from
Daniel Gilbert’s New York Times best-selling book, Stumbling
on Happiness. Gilbert is a psychology professor at Harvard
University, a former Guggenheim fellow, and was named one
of the fifty most influential social psychologist of the decade.
Although Gilbert’s whole book offers his in-depth analysis of
happiness itself, this chapter focuses on his hypothesis that
beliefs, just like genes, can be inaccurate and manipulated by
outside influences at ourselves, illustrating how easily
molded one's thoughts are with studies and examples. He
goes on to discuss how these inaccuracies and manipulations
effects our pursuit of happiness.

The first paragraph should give a complete summary of the source.

What is the source called? Who is the author, and why are they

credible?

Be sure that for critical works, you are giving a full summary of

the author’s argument, not just the first few pages (ex. “In [full

title], [author] argues ___________.”)

�

Summarize the sub-claims of this main argument. In other words,

what are the argumentative “building blocks” of this article?

What studies, interviews, or secondary sources are used?

�

Being clear why your source is credible here is even more

important here than in your essay. Research the writer and the

publication, cross-check the studies and interviews to be sure

your sources are strong and reliable.

Other Questions to consider: Why is the author a reliable source? What
seems to be the source’s argument or primary intent? What other
sources—if applicable—are referenced within it and why? Are those
secondary sources credible/reliable?

The second paragraph should give your assessment of the source

and make clear why you are choosing to use this source in your

essay (be specific—saying “because it agrees with my argument” is

too easy, and suggests clear bias)

Make clear why this source proved more valuable as support for

your essay than other sources you came across that are similar to

it.

�

The author has not exhausted every aspect of this topic. If you

agree with the author’s argument and find it convincing, you may

want to consider how it applies to additional examples or sub-

claims you crafted on your own to extend and complicate the

argument.

Other Questions to consider: What was the audience for this source?
did this source offer that similar sources didn’t? Is the author's point of
view objective and impartial? Is the language free of emotion-arousing
words and bias?

EXAMPLE PARAGRAPH: 

I chose this source because Gilbert offers many relevant
ideas and studies that specifically support my argument
about how the three-tier class system is detrimental to the
ability of those in the lower class to achieve the same level of
happiness as those in the middle or upper class. Although he
acknowledge the subjectivity of defining happiness, he
provides substantial evidence refuting certain theories about
a link between financial stability and long-term happiness,
including statistics from scientific studies from Harvard and
the U.S. Census bureau that came out just last year. Gilbert’s
expertise in the field of Psychology and the surplus of both
quantitative and qualitative data are invaluable to my own
essay and will help illuminate the importance and urgency of
my argument to my readers.

Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2

FORMATTING

Your Citations MUST: 

Source :  
 
Remember to give credit to your sources. Insert links to original ar ticles and try
hyperlinking them!

Adhere to proper MLA formatting guidelines (12pt
font, TNR/Garamond, 1” margins, etc.)
Include WORKING URLs for any online sources
Be organized alphabetically by authors last name
Use  'hanging indentations' (which means any line
after the first line should be indented like you would
when doing a blocked quote).

NOTE: Your annotations should be indented the same
way/in line with the handing indentation from your
citations.

Also, make sure you DOUBLE CHECK....

Your  indentations (each line after the first one should
be indented).

To make sure your citations (and annotations) are left
justified and not centered.

That your font color, type and size, and for
unintentional highlighting (from copying & pasting) are
consistent (both in your bibliography AND in the body
of your paper!)

Whether your source title should be italicized or in
quotation marks (both in your bibliography AND in the
body of your paper!).

That it starts on a NEW page after the body on your
essay in the SAME word document! 

If you aren't sure about certain formatting
rules/guidelines, you can check your MLA Cheat Sheet
on Canvas or online at Purdue Owl

ANNOTATION

CITATION

Your annotated bibliography will be graded
based on thoroughness and thoughtfulness of
your annotations, meeting of required
annotation lengths and components outlined in
the assignment prompt, correctness of
grammar/MLA, and effective development of
your sentences (aka. your annotation aren’t
choppy).

I will provide more sample annotations in the
Assignment Corner module. 

Source: https: //owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_g
eneral_format.html 

If you have any questions about this assignment or
others, you can always join the next ZOOM Q&A or

send me an email! 

(More info on Zoom meetings will be posted in
Canvas Announcements!)

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/create-a-hanging-indent-7bdfb86a-c714-41a8-ac7a-3782a91ccad5
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html

