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INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH 
PEER REVIEW ASSIGNMENT 

 
 

One way to visualize a structure for an intro paragraph is thinking about an inverted triangle, where 

you start broad to attract the reader’s attention and ease them into your essay and narrow into your 

clear, specific and concrete thesis.  

      Hook: Begin your introduction with a "hook" that grabs  

your reader's attention and introduces the general topic (ex: Reveal 
a common misconception about your topic, share an anecdote that 
captures your topic, do the “picture this opening” where you 
describe a scene in great detail). 
 

 Narrow in: After your “hook”, write a sentence or two about the specific 

focus of your paper. What is your paper about? Why is this topic important? 
(Note: make your awareness of both sides of argument known in the first few 
sentences of the intro (analogy: don’t tell me Taylor Swift is an awful musician 
without making your awareness of her success, popularity and accolades clear 
to your reader) 

 

 

 Thesis: Your thesis should be clear, specific and concrete. It should take a clear 

stance/side on the issue your essay addresses. Consider using words like 
“should/should not” and “because” (see the “thesis mad libs” worksheet I’ve added 
to this week’s Module) 

 
 
 

THE THESIS TEST 
 
To check the strength of a thesis statement, see if you can answer YES to each of these questions:  
 

1.) Is it a complete sentence (not a question or dependent on earlier sentences)?  
2.) Does it have an argument? (not a statement of fact or a declaration of the writer’s 

intent)  
3.) Does it have an opposing argument? (Ex. Saying, “sexual assault is a violation” is a 

statement, while saying “sexual assault is a violation and offenders should receive greater 
punishment” is an argument)  

4.) Is it clear, specific and concise? (If your thesis statement is too broad your body 
paragraphs will likely wander or feel disconnected). 

5.) Is it interesting to a reader who is knowledgeable in the field? (If a reader’s first 
response on reading it is “Who cares?” or “duh” you’ve offered an argument that 
tired/cliché or the stakes aren’t high enough for the reader to be invested).  
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EXERCISE: WORKSHOPPING YOUR PEER’S INTRO PARAGRAPH 
 
After reviewing the mini-lesson, you will read each of your group members’ paragraphs—sentence-

by-sentence—and answer the questions outlined below. You can do this either in a separate 

word document and attach it to your group discussion thread or copy and paste it into a 

discussion board reply.  

 
I. Hook/Opening Lines:  
 

1. Did you feel engaged and—for lack of a better word— “hooked” by the opening of your 
partner’s essay?  
 

 
2. Did it make you want to continue reading? Why/Why not?   

 
 
II. Narrowing/turn/set up:  

1. Was there enough background/context information on the subject matter that you trusted 
the author was well-informed on the topic? (analogy: don’t tell me Taylor Swift is an awful musician 
without making your awareness of her success, popularity and accolades clear to your reader) 

 
 
 

Did you feel as though the writer did enough to set up what the paper is about and why the 
topic is important? Why/Why not?  

 
 

2. Did you feel like you had a good idea where the essay was headed?  Why/Why not?   
 
 
III. Thesis:  

1. Please Copy and Paste what YOU believe is the THESIS Statement of the writer’s essay. If 
you don’t think there is a clear thesis, say so! But try and identify a sentence that gets close. 
 
 
 

2.  Now, do the thesis test from page 1 
a. Did it pass the test?  

 
 

b. If it “failed”, identify which one(s) and WHY you believe the thesis failed. Feel free 
to offer suggestions IF warranted.  
 
 

c. If any sentence needs carefully chosen words, it’s the thesis. As you critique your 
peer’s paragraph, identify words and phrases you find vague or too confusing (feel 
free to offer suggestions for more precise ones).  


