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ENC1101 & 1102 
Peer Review Worksheet 

 
OVERVIEW: One of the components of the Composition class will be in-class peer review 
sessions. Peer review helps you strengthen your skills as both an analytical reader and writer 
by asking you to look critically at both the content and the mechanics of writing 
argumentative essays.  
 
Your peer reviews should include margin notes throughout the paper that point to specific 
moments and examples in the writing that deserve a closer look—either for their strengths 
or weaknesses—as well as a considerate, constructive global comments at the end explaining 
your feelings and suggestions overall.  
 
Peer review isn’t just about focusing on what you believe could be improved in your 
partner’s paper, (though that is part of it); peer review should also offer praise and 
acknowledge of what the writer is doing well. During your critique, identify at least one 
successful characteristics of their writing. Ex: Do they have a strong voice? Did they approach the 
paper in a unique and interesting way? Did they create a successful overall flow to the paper?  
 
IMPORTANT: Peer review is a GRADED exercise based on the effort, thoughtfulness 
and thoroughness of your critique. This is not about pointing out grammar and spelling 
issues—you are not a copyeditor, you are a reader, and you should be approaching this 
assignment as an analytical reader and fellow writer.  
 
Below is a list of questions for you to consider and offer answers to during your peer review 
sessions: 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH: 
 

1.) Hook/Opening Lines: Did you feel engaged and—for lack of a better word— 
“hooked” by the opening of your partner’s essay? Did it make you want to continue 
reading?  

2.) Narrowing/turn/set up: Was there enough background/context information on the 
subject matter that you trusted the author was well-informed on the topic? Did you 
feel like you had a good idea where the essay was headed?   

3.) Thesis: Please identify the thesis statement in the paper by highlighting or 
underlining it. Now, do the thesis test?  

a. Did it pass the test?  
b. If it “failed” one of the thesis test questions, identify which one so they can 

change it. 
 
 
BODY PARAGRAPH(S): 
 

1. Topic Sentences: Please identify the topic sentences by highlighting or 
underlining them. 



N	Cassanetti	 College	Comp	I&II	
	

a. Did each of the body paragraphs begin with a topic sentence?  
b. Did this topic sentence center around an idea that would support the 

thesis/central argument?  
2. Evidence: Within the body paragraphs, place check marks next to place where 

you see evidence and quotations being used well.  
a. Does this evidence support the topic sentence (and ultimately the thesis)? 
b. Did the writer use ICE rules to introduce the source and give 

context/summary?  
c. Is the citation set up to avoid a “dropped quotation”?  
d. Is the citation explained, analyzed and connected to the main idea of the 

paragraph?  
3. Conclusion/Summation: After ALL of the quotes/examples/evidence has been 

offered, did the author “conclude” the paragraph by ultimately explaining how the 
information in the paragraph supports the paper’s central argument?  

 
 
CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH:  

a. Does the author offer a well thought out culmination of the arguments and 
evidence they presented? 

b. Does the other offer a realistic “cause and effect” scenario that explains what is 
at stake if their argument is ignored or refuted?  

c. Does the author end the essay with “final words” that allow the reader to feel as 
though the paper has been “tied up nicely”?  

d. Do you, as a reader, feel satisfied when you finish reading the essay?  
 
 
 
MECHANICS, ORGANIZATION, AUDIENCE, ETC.  
 

1. Language & Tone: Identify passages or instances where the authors use of language 
was especially effective or ineffective. Explain your choice in the margins. 

a. Identify passages where you were most engaged with the essay and how it 
helped the argument. Was there a place where you found the author’s tone to 
be effective (were they funny, relatable, confident, detailed)?  

b. Where were you confused by the language and why (Grammar, syntax, run 
on sentence, incomplete thought)? 

c. Did they use strong, academic tone and language and not rely on colloquial 
and slang? Point out places where their tone was inconsistent or their 
language could be stronger.  

d. Identify egregious repetition of words and ideas by circling them and 
connecting them with lines or a note in the margin. 

 
2. Transitions: Identify ways the author connects their arguments together in the essay. 

a. Do they bring back their other points to bolster their arguments at any 
pointed throughout the paper?  

b. Is there a good flow between paragraphs or do they feel disjointed? 
 

3. Organization:  
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a. Did you feel the body paragraphs were in the most effective order to convey 
the argument? If you feel the paragraphs could be reordered, let your partner 
know in the comments!  

b. Does it feel as though the information within the paragraphs is organized to 
be clear and effective? Did any of the examples/citations/evidence feel as 
though it belonged in a different paragraph?  

c. Were there TOO MANY examples in any paragraph that made the central 
point get muddled or confused?  

 
4. Grammar/MLA/Formatting:  

a. Using your MLA cheat sheet or the Pocket Style Manual, check to see if the 
paper formatting and in-text citations are correct. If you are unsure and do 
not have the cheat sheet or Pocket Style Manual DO NOT DO THIS! 

b. Circle any typos, spelling errors or incorrect use of punctuation marks.  
c. Identify any run on, fragment, or other grammatically incorrect sentences 

you encounter. If you encounter a sentence that “sounds funny” but you’re 
not sure what’s wrong with it, you should still point it out even if you don’t 
know how to fix it.  

 
 

END NOTES/GLOBAL COMMENTS:  At the end of the paper, write a note to your 
partner offering any “overall thoughts” about the paper you think would be useful during 
the revision process. This is also a place where you can expand on your margin notes—feel 
free to reference them in your note—ex: “I think you did an excellent job describing the 
effects of _________ on _________ (see my margin note on page 2).” 
 
 If you noted a “pattern of error” (aka: something they consistently struggle with) 
throughout the paper, offer some suggestions to help them revise, or just give them your 
feelings on how this colored your reading.  
 
ABOVE ALL! Be kind, be constructive, and be honest. Regardless of writing strength, 
everyone has something to offer in these sessions. If you feel as though your partner is a 
more seasoned essay writer than you are, that doesn’t mean your feedback is not useful. 
“Strong essays” can still be repetitive, can be confusing or dense or lack personality (be 
boring).  
 
If you are assigned to Peer Review a “strong paper” don’t just say “this was great”—really 
zero on in the moments that MADE it great.  
 
 


